A 10-year-old boy with no history of ear trauma was referred to our clinic following an incidental fi nding of a small white lesion in the right ear by another physician. On physical examination, the white nodule measured approximately 3 mm in diameter and was located at the central portion of the tympanic membrane (fi gure). Findings on audiometry and tympanography were normal. The tumor was excised under microscopy via a transcanal approach without perforating the eardrum. Pathology yielded a diagnosis of cholesteatoma; based on the clinical course, it was further classifi ed as a congenital lesion.
Congenital cholesteatoma in the tympanic membrane
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Congenital cholesteatomas can arise from the tympanic membrane, middle ear, and persistent epithelial rests in the embryonic stage. 1, 2 Simple removal of the lesion has been suggested. 1, 3 Natural disappearance if the capsule ruptures is also possible. 1 Figure. The white lesion is seen in the central portion of the right tympanic membrane.
